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The Wonderful World of Street Racing

Drag racing is a form of motor sport that entails competition of vehicles or motorcycles. The cars or bikes must be prepared for that particular sport. The competition may involve two participants at a time set to across the finish line. The race takes place in a straight course with a measured distance of about a quarter mile. It is believed the race traces its roots from California where it was pioneered in early 1920s, but became popular after the Second World War when it became a sport. Many enthusiasts of this motor sport suppose that a moment at the drag track can be full fun for every individual, be it small boys or older men.  
Honestly speaking, watching these races and taking part in the entire drag racing event is much fun and exciting. I have come to learn that majority of the participants in these races are car enthusiasts who always talk about cars, and comments a lot on what individuals have done to their vehicles. The individuals within the age bracket of 16 – 40 years who meet the requirements are free to participate in the sport.  Like any other sports, drag racing has its own leagues and there are some regulations that must be observed on the track. The race has its own rules as well as classes. The class eligibility is founded on different specifications, such as vehicle type, size of the engine, weight, acceptable modifications alongside aerodynamics. This assists in classifying various participants in different categories of participation.

I had not known much about drag racing apart from reading it in books and watching racing cars on big screen with smoking tires as they burned. Watching the drag racing as cars went down the quarter mile was interesting thing life could offer at my tender age. I used to glue myself on big screen as I watched the unfolding of the competition. The flash of colorful lights on the big screen and roaring of the crowds especially the excitement created by pit crew in congratulating the winner inspired me in drag racing. At that juncture, I had begun developing interest in the competition because I wanted to be the one that was being congratulated as well as praised by spectators and fellow drivers. The interest was growing every time I attended the sporting event and wanted to re-live such scene in reality. My big brother used to encourage me to give it a try since he was a key player in organization of such events. He was ready to give material support and register me for the sport.
On Saturday 21st October 2016, I manage to attend a spectacular night fun of drag racing competition. The event offered a wonderful chance of learning the complicated features of motorsport as well as planning for such an event among other things. Having attended the drag racing event for over one year that fun night was special to me. I had resolved that I shift my spectator position now to full participation as a driver. Prior to that Saturday event, I spend considerable amount of time with close friends and my brother fixing my dad’s Honda Accord for the competition. We stripped the sports car apart by help of my brother and friends to rebuild it into ideal shape, dimension and weight for the sport. We got rid of the seats and other interior parts to cut down the weight. Similarly, we made change’s to exhaust system purposely to enhance its racing power. 

The reckoning hour came and before taking my position, I drove to pit area to change my normal tires with drag racing tires. I came back and took my position on the track with more anxiety besides being fully prepared for the event. Sitting on the wheels of my car on the competition starting lane my adrenaline rush was increasing with every passing second, I could hear my heartbeat. The long awaited moment when red light turned to green, signaling a start of the competition, I pressed on the accelerator and my car moved forward at a supersonic speed. It was unbelievable, it was time to shove forward and prove my driving prowess. Spectators cheered as I overtook opponent and this was a motivation to me. I had reserved first position for myself after going for two kilometers and was really determined to do much better as a new comer in the sport.  As I moved toward the finish line, the crowds were growing wild with roars and as I crossed the line I heard the master of ceremony say “this is unbelievable”. I wondered what was wrong but to my surprise, as I disembarked from my car, lots of people lifted me up and started tossing me up, as they sang. The organizers awarded me with a certificate of being new comer who impressed from start and was welcome in competition league. My brother parted me on the back and praised me for the exceptional performance on the track. I still hold those sweet memories of my first participation in drag racing up to today. Some individuals may presume that staying late into night watching drag racing could be a waste of time. Few of these people may have not witnessed the real race and experience the fun it creates among the spectators and participant. 
